City of Cedar Hill
Main Street Development and Preservation Board
May 14,2001

MINUTES
Main Street Development and Preservation Board
Meeting of MaY 14,2001

The Main Street Development and Preservation Board of the City of Cedar
Moy 14, 2001, j:00 p.m. Chamber of Commerce, City of Cedar Hill, Texas'

present: Chairman

Steve

Hill,

Texas mel on Monday,

Phillips, Vice Chairman Kenna Prior, members, Sheri Borth, Amanda Hall,

Norman Patten, Ann Permenter, Wes Pool, and Phyllis Stewart.
Absent: Celeste Faro

I.

Call the meeting to order.

Chairman Phillips called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm, declaring it an open meeting, which a quorum
was present and the meeting notice was duly posted.

II.

Approve the minutes of the April 16' 2001 meeting.

A motion was made by Phyllis Stewart and seconded by Ann Permenter to approve the minutes of the April
16, 2001 meeting as presented. The motion was approved by all.

III.

Staff Reports from Main Street Manager Rusty Brewer.

(Secretary's Note: This item was actually discussed after agenda item IV')

Main Street Manger Rusty Brewer made a brief report on two items. The first was that he had recently been
contacted by three differlnt businesses that wanted to move to downtown Cedar Hill. Mr' Brewer stated
that any information that would help find a place for these businesses would be welcomed.
The second report by Mr. Brewer made that an article about the recently released heritage tourism guide
would be in the Today Newspaper that week. Mr. Brewer asked that Board members look for the article
and read it.

IV.

Committee reports from Main Street Development and Preservation Board sub-committee
chairs.

(Secretary's Note: This item was aclually discussed after agenda ilem VI')

First, Main Street Board Chair Steve Phillips reported on a few items. Chair Phillips reported on the
Hill Economic Development Corporation concerning the Old Town Small
Business Assistance Program. He reported that Main Street Manager Rusty Brewer and he gave a
presentation that lasted about one hour and covered the Old Town Small Business Assistance Program and
several other items pertaining to the Main Street Program. The presentation went well and the program

presentation made to the Cedar

will likely be voted on at the June EDC meeting.
Next, Chair Phillips informed the Board that he and Mr. Brewer had met with City Manager Alan Sims,
planning Director Rod Tyler and Public Works Director Jim Sparks to discuss the possibility of a truck
route downtown. Mr. ehiitips indicated that the meeting went well and that he had planted the seed for the
future possibility of a truckroute. A tmck route is not a possibility at this time, but Mr. Phillips felt that it
could be a possibility in the future.

City of Cedar Hill
Main Street Development and Preservation Board
May 14,2001
The last report from Chair Phillips was that he had met with the owner of the Copperchase property, Frank
Mihalopoulos, to discuss the future of the property. Mr. Phillips said that the meeting was productive and
that he saw a preliminary drawing of how the property would be laid out.

Next, Norman Patten gave a report on the work of the Design sub-committee. Mr. Patten said that he had
finished an elevation ofthe proposed park at the corner ofHouston and Cedar Streets and showed it to the
Board. (Secretary's Note: A copy of this elevation can be seen in the office of the Main Street Manager.)
Mr. Patten then said that he was still finishing the budget for the park and would have it for the next
meeting. The Board indicated that at their next meeting they would like to discuss the park in depth.

Finally, Kenna Prior reported on the activities of the Promotions sub-committee. Mrs. Prior reported that
the committee was working hard on their "small Town Saturday Night" promotion which would take place

on July 14,2001 from 5 to 9 pm. Mrs. Prior indicated that the only major problem confronting the group
was finding enough volunteers for the night.

V.

Discussion and possible action concerning letter to Cedar
Sparks.

Hill Public Works Director Jim

(Secretary's Note: This item was actually discussed after agenda item II.)

At this time, Chair Steve Phillips discussed with the Board the possibility of drafting a letter to be sent to
Cedar Hill Public Works Director Jim Sparks. The letter would be a thank-you to Mr. Sparks for attending
the April 16, 2001 meeting and making a presentation about the possibility of having Broad Street
upgraded during the completion of the Beltline Road project. The letter would then inform Mr. Sparks that
the Main Street Board would like him to use any excess money from the Beltline Road project to fix the
downtown street that would provide the most noticeable benefit for the money.
Chair Phillips thought that it would be inappropriate for the Main Street Board to make a recommendation
about which streets should be upgraded because several members of the Board have interests downtown.
The Board agreed with this assessment. Then a motion was made by Phyllis Stewart, and seconded by
Kenna Prior, to draft the proposed letter and send it to Jim Sparks. The motion was approved by all.
(Secretary's Note: A copy of this letter can be obtained in the

VI.

ffice

of the Main Street Manager.)

Consider a newsletter for the Main Street Development and Preservation Board.

(Secretary's Note: This item was actually discussed after agenda item VIII.)

For this item, Chair Phillips discussed with the Board the possibility starting a newsletter for the Main
Street Board. Chair Phillips cited the recent elections as a reason to start a newsletter. It was his opinion
that not enough of the community was informed about what was happening downtown during the election.
This lack of information made downtown an election issue. Chair Phillips proposed that an outline of a
newsletter be drafted and presented at the next meeting by Main Street Manager Rusty Brewer.
The rest of the Board thought that a newsletter was a good idea. The Board also felt that the newsletter
should be distributed throughout the entire city to have its desired effect. No action was taken of this item,
but Mr. Brewer was instructed to have a presentation prepared for the next Main Street Board meeting
outlining costs and other issues associated with putting out a newsletter.

VII.

Discussion and possible action concerning the proposed park for the corner of Houston and
Cedar Streets.

This item was discussed during agenda item IV. Therefore, this item was passed on at this time.
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VIII.

Discussion of Main Street Board Appointments.

(Secretary's Note: This item was actually discussed after agenda item V.)

At this time, members Amanda Hall and Wes Pool asked for the floor. Mrs. Hall informed the rest of the
Board that she would be resigning from the Main Street Board effective immediately. Mrs. Hall submitted
a signed leffer of resignation and thanked the Board. She then left the meeting.

Next, Mr. Pool also informed the Board that he would be resigning effective immediately. Mr. Pool
submitted a signed letter of resignation. Mr. Pool also thanked the Board and left the meeting.

After Mrs. Hall and Mr. Pool had left, Chair Phillips continued the meeting. Chair Phillips indicated that
City Council Board appointments would be made soon. Hs said that any Board member that would need to
reapply would be welcomed and encouraged to come back. Main Street Manager Rusty Brewer would
make applications for Board appointments available. It was indicated that any member who wanted to
continue on the Board should fill out the appropriate application and turn it in to Mr. Brewer who would in
turn give them to the City Secretary.
Chair Phillips also took this opportunity to stress to the Board that two seats would now be open on the
Board. He asked that remaining Board members seek qualified applicants for the Board that were
representative of all of Cedar Hill, not necessarily downtown. Chair Phillips asked that any and all
interested applicants contact Main Sffeet Manager Rusty Brewer.

IX.

Consider a meeting calendar for the next several months.

(Secretary's Note: This item was actually discussed after agenda item III.)

At this time the Board attempted to schedule their meetings for the entirety of the summer. After a brief
discussion, the Board agreed to continue meeting the first and third Monday of each month thru August.
This decision was made without any official motion or vote.

X.

Conduct a walking tour of downtown Cedar Hill.

At approximately 4:00 pm, the Main Street Board left the Chamber of Commerce and conducted a walking
tour of downtown Cedar Hill. The tour started and ended at the Chamber of Commerce. The following is a
list of all the properties viewed and any comments made about the property. Each property was viewed as a
potential place for a new business, a new structure or a building that could be refinished in some way. If a
property is referred to with a property number (e.g. #106), this number is in reference to the number that
the property has on a map distributed to the Board at a previous meeting. (Secretary's Note: A copy of this
elevation can be seen in the ffice of the Main Street Manager.) The list is as follows:

r
o

The property behind the Patton Shed (# 106) was discussed as a possible spot for a new building

Kenna Prior asked about the current Parks and Recreation Building (#95) and

if it would be

vacated when the city constructed a new government center. There is no answer to that question at

o
o
r
o

this time.
The tower behind the Chamber of Commerce (#95) was looked at as a possible location for more
head-in parking. This could be achieved by moving the fence inwards a few feet.
The property next to Ronnie's Catfish (#88) was discussed as a potential business site. There is
currently a residence on the property, but it is possibly for sale.
The city water tower behind Sims grocery (#86) was discussed next. There is the possibility that
the fence along Texas Street could be moved inwards so that the space could then be used as
another parking area or a place for community dumpsters.
The properry on the other side of Ronnie's Catfish (#82) was also discussed as a new business site.
The structure on it is a residence, however it is currently for sale.
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The vacant land behind Spotlight Dance Studio and Baby Delights (#81,67,68,69) was discussed
as a potential site for a new structure.
The vacant property immediately to the south of Debbie's Therapeutic Massage (#59) was
discussed as another potential new building site.
The building that currently houses Honeycutt Insurance (#59) was discussed as a building that
could be revamped in the rear and built upon up to a second story.
Steve Phillips informed the Board that his property along Broad Street (#28,38,44) would be
reworked at some point to match the architectural style the Board is trying to promote. He also
stated that he would be consffucting an office building that would be facing Beltline Road in the
future.

The building currently housing Honeycutt Insurance (#59) was discussed again. The building is
rumored to be housing two new businesses in the very near future.
The building with James Enterprises (#57) is currently being used as office space. It was said that
the owner of the building is open to the possibility of using this building for retail in the future.
Houston Street between Pat's Yesterday's Cafd and Southwest Corner Gallery was discussed as a
place where a building might be constructed. Steve Phillips then reviewed the proposal he made to
members of the First Baptist Church to acquire the land next to Southwest Corner Gallery (#49).
The property owned by Pat Bateman (#5 1) was discussed as a place for a new building or a
property that could be reworked in order to house a new business.
The Heitman Garage (#41) was discussed as a place for a new business. Everyone agreed that the
building would be a good place for a new business if it were refurbished. It was noted, however,
that the Wylie family owns the building and they may have plans to give that property to the First
Baptist Church.
It was reported that the Bray House (#26) was donated ffom the Wylie family to the First Baptist
Church under the condition that the house be kept and used for Church purposes.
There were questions about the house at the southwest corner of Main Street and Beltline Road
(#25). Members wanted to know if the house was potentially for sale and if it could be used in the
future for retail uses.
Several members believe that the pieces of property around the Sentinel News office (#42,43)
should be used as a mini-mall rype area. Members were curious to know who the owner of the
property was and if it could possibly be sold or fixed up.
It was reported that the property on the southwest corner of Texas and Main Streets (# l0 I ) would
be remodeled soon and kept as a residence.
The property currently owned by Kenna Prior and Greg Patton (#97,98,99,100) was discussed as
potential sites for new buildings.
The building next to Spotlight Dance Studio (#8 l) was discussed as a potential site for a new
business if the building were refurbished.

XI.

Adjourn

Upon a motion by Kenna Prior and a second by Sheri Borth, the meeting was adjourned at approximately
5:00 p.m.

Chairman Steve Phillips
ATTEST:

)wcLt, artcl
Rusty Brewer, Mairi Street Manager

