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Main Street Development and Preservation Board
February 26,2001

MINUTES
Main Street Development and Preservation Board
Meeting of FebruarY 26,2001
The Main Street Development and Preservation Board of the City of Cedar Hill, Texas met on Mondoy,
February 26,200t, 6:00 p.m. Chamber of Commerce, City of Cedar Hill, Texqs'

present: Chairman Steve Phillips, Vice Chairman Kenna Prior, members, Celeste Faro, Amanda Hall,
Norman Patten, Ann Permenter, Wes Pool, and Phyllis Stewart'
Absent: Sheri Borth.

I.

Call the meeting to order.

Chairman Phillips called the meeting to order at 6:07 pm, declaring it an open meeting, which a quorum
was present and the meeting notice was duly posted.

II.

Approve the minutes of the February 5, 2001 meeting'

motion was made by Phyllis Stewart and seconded by Kenna Prior to approve the minutes of the
February 5, 200 I meeting as presented. The motion was approved by all'

A

III.

Staff Reports from Main Street Manager Rusty Brewer'

a brief report on three items. Mr. Brewer said his reports would be
an attempt to answer some questions the Board had asked at prior meetings. First, Mr. Brewer addressed
the potential overlay of Broad Street. He reported that an overlay of Broad Street was not certain and that
the possibility of it being overlaid was still being investigated.

Main Street Manger Rusty Brewer made

Second, Mr. Brewer reported on the status of the expansion by Southwestern Bell. Mr. Brewer reported that
Southwestern Bell has made application. He also stated that Cedar Hill Planning Director Rod Tyler was
happy with what Southwestern Bell had done with their design. Mr. Brewer passed around copies of the
etevatio, drawings for the expanded Southwestern Bell building and a copy of a picture showing what land
the new building will o""rpy. (Note: Copies of these drawings are available in the office of the Main Street

Manager.)

Third, Mr. Brewer asked the Board their opinion on a matter conceming the proposed pocket park on the
comer of Cedar and Houston Streets. Mr. Brewer stated that he had been asked by the Board to approach
the Cedar Hill City Attorney to draw up a lease proposal for that piece of land. Mr. Brewer asked if he
could hold off sending u .opy of the leaie until after Mrs. Sarah Moor had a chance to review the drawing
that Norman Patten had submitted on behalf of the design sub-committee. Then, if Mrs. Moor gave no
response, Mr. Brewer would send a follow up letter with the lease proposal. The Board agrees that this
would be an appropriate course of action.

At this point Board member Amanda Hall asked two questions. The first concerned the reconstruction of
Beltline Road. Mrs. Hall wanted to know if the utilities on Beltline would be built so that they could go into
downtown without having to disturb Beltline Road in the future. Several members of the Board thought that
Beltline Road was beingluilt so future downtown utilities would connect with Beltline without having to
disturb the rebuilt surface.

Second, Mrs. Hall asked if the Board had any input on the Southwestem Bell expansion design. Mr. Brewer
stated that he did not know and that he would investigate the answer to that question.
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IV.

Committee reports from Main Street Development and Preservation Board sub-committee
chairs.

At this time, Chair Steve Phillips asked if there were any reports from sub-committee chairs. Design
commiftee chair Norman Patten gave the first report. Mr. Patten reported that the design committee had
spent time at their last meeting developing an initial design for the proposed park on the corner of Houston
and Cedar Streets. Mr. Patten stated that the committee was about ready to hand the project over to the city
if they wanted it. Mr. Patten explained the ideas behind the initial design and passed around copies of it.
(Note: Copies of this drawing are available in the office of the Main Street Manager.)

The Board had several questions for Mr. Patten. The topics of the various questions included: budget,
parking, bricks, irrigation, lighting, seating and anticipated completion time. The Board showed a desire to
complete this project as soon as possible. Board member Amanda Hall asked about the possibility of
approaching the CDC for funds to complete the park that would be paid back after the Board raised its own
funds for the park. Mr. Brewer said he would investigate that possibility.
Next, Amanda Hall gave a report on the Economic Development sub-committee. Mrs. Hall informed the
Board of what happened at the last Economic Development meeting. Mrs. Hall said that at the last meeting
of the committee they set priorities for the upcoming months. The first priority would be to develop a
comprehensive list of incentives for development in the Old Town area. The second would be to develop a
recruitment packet for individuals hoping to open a new business in downtown Cedar Hill. Mrs. Hall
reported that it was an exciting meeting and that the committee looked forward to working on their
projects.

Lastly, Promotions committee chair Kenna Prior reported that her committee had met once or twice since
the Board last met. Mrs. Prior reported that her commiftee was still preparing for the first annual Cedar Hill
"Eggsplosion" to be held on April 14,2001. Mrs. Prior said that the committee was making preparations
and actively seeking sponsorship. Mrs. Prior also reported on a meeting with the Craft Guild of Dallas on
February 19,2001. The meeting was a challenging one, but Mrs. Prior thought that the meeting was a
success. She stated that they had interest in touring Cedar Hill and possibly holding an Art Show in
conjunction with the Main Street Board.

V.

Discussion and possible action concerning development standards for downtown Cedar Hill.

Next, Chair Phillips led the Board in a discussion of what is needed to create development standards for
downtown Cedar Hill. Chair Phillips proposed that the Board outline what they will need to consider in
these standards. He provided an outline of what would be needed for these standards to the Board. The
outline is as follows:
What is needed for redevelopment standards

I.
II.

Public Standards(Streetscape/Public Works)
Private Standards
A. Types of Buildings

B.
C.

l.
2.
3.

HistoricRehabilitation
Non-historic Rehabilitation
New Construction

Building Uses

l.
2.

ResidentialRequirements
Commercial Requirements

Issues to Address

l.

Design and Architecture
a) Style and Elements

b)

Materials
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

c)
d)

Colors

Lighting

Placement

a)
b)

Setbacks

Yards

Landscaping
Signage

Parking
Screening Service Areas

Next, Chair Phillips asked the Board their opinion about the general development on Beltline Road. The
consensus of the Board on various issues is listed below:
There should not be a build-to line along Beltline Road but some way to keep the buildings from
being severely staggered.

o
r

o
o
o
o

There was concern about making Beltline pedestrian oriented because of the expected heavy

raffic.
Parking should be required to be in the back of all buildings.
Side yards should be reduced to zero along Beltline in order
adjoining lots.
Articulation elements would be needed.
The elements required for buildings needs to be talked about.

to allow for development

on

The Board decided that these and other development issues should be addressed at the next meeting. The
Board requested that City Planning Director Rod Tyler be at the next meeting as well as some pictures of
example developments that can be studied.

At this time Amanda Hall raised

a question about what the Board could do about code violations in the Old

Town area. Chair Phillips brought up the idea from the previous meeting about having tablets for each
Board member to write violations on. The written violations would then be collected and turned in to the
City Manger. Amanda Hall moved that Steve Phillips approach the City Manager about instituting the
aforementioned code violation report system. Phyllis Stewart seconded the motion. The motion was
approved by all.

Conversation on this item ended with varied discussion about what would be needed to ignite development
in the area immediately surrounding City Hall. Some members of the Board thought that it would be a good
idea to approach the EDC or CDC about developing a spec building for the downtown area. Chair Phillips
told Main Street Manager Rusty Brewer to add that to the list of items that needed to be discussed with
members of the EDC Board.

VI.

Leave of absence request by Amanda Hall.

At this time Chair Phillips asked Amanda Hall to speak to the Board about this item. Mrs. Hall addressed
the fact that she will be running for a City Council seat over the next ten weeks and that it would be
difficult for her to make all of the Board meetings and to participate at a high level. Mrs. Hall stated that
she would take a leave of absence from the Board or offer her resignation if that is what the Board wanted.
After brief discussion, the Board came to the consensus that Mrs. Hall should not take a leave and should
not resign. The Board asked that Mrs. Hall make as many meetings as she can with the understanding that
she would not be able to make some of them.
(Secretary's Note: This decision was made without a motion or o vole but reJlected the consensus of the
Board.)
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VII.

Adjourn

Upon a motion by Amanda Hall and a second by Kenna Prior, the meeting was adjourned at approximately
8:00 p.m.

Chairman Steve Phillips

ATTEST:

Mihu\aS AfrWrAt ()h Wv'rrh5'2Nl

Rusty Brewer, Main Str6et Manager

