
“When we build, let us think that we build forever. Let 
it not be for present delight nor for our use alone. Let 
it be such work as our descendants will look upon with 
praise and thanksgiving in their hearts.” 

– John Ruskin (1819-1900)  
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Cedar Hill is committed to providing state-of-the-art facilities—such as 
the Government Center—in order to maintain the high quality of life 
expected in a premier city.  Part of maintaining our diverse culture and 
remaining an anchor for economic development in the Best Southwest is 
that we provide premier recreation facilities that attract and retain resi-
dents.  Indoor recreation facilities and aquatic centers are prime opportu-

for community life.

It is our vision that recreation facilities include state-of-the-art amenities 

-
-

(see Chapter 1) will add an organic element to these places while pro-

Goals

the community.

-

-

Conveniently locate recreation and aquatic facilities and connect 

-

Purpose

4.1
INTRODUCTION
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priorities and cost estimates for future projects.

Pertinent Citizen Input

an overview of some of the more relevant results.

-
-

activity.

the top three responses were:

1. 

2. 

In response to the question “What would you consider the most 
important recreation facility to construct?” some of the most 
common responses were:

-
panding the current Recreation Center to include an indoor aquat-
ic component.
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4.2
RECREATION

CENTER

Existing Facility Inventory

Game Room

Drop-in Child Care

Aerial image of the Cedar Hill Recreation Center.
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Observations & Suggestions

existing center as well as aquatic expansion. 

of staff use.

Consider methods to control access into meeting rooms section  

Use landscape to soften the hardscape entrance sequence to the 

-
pearance.

renovation/expansion phase.
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Level of Service Analysis

-
plex.

-
ter and indoor aquatic needs.

NRPA Standards

-
1 

“Community recreation and park standards are the means by 
which an agency can express recreation and park goals and ob-
jectives in quantitative terms, which in turn, can be translated 
into spatial requirements for land and water resources. Through 
the budget, municipal ordinances, cooperative or joint public-
private efforts, these standards are translated into a system for 
acquisition, development and management of recreation and 
park resources.”

-
tions and needs.

-
taining our high level of service as the community grows. 

1 1990, edited by R.A. Lancaster
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Benchmark Analysis

-
-
-

Recreation Center Benchmarks

Figure 4.1

Recreation Center Benchmark Analysis
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-
ation center space in Cedar Hill is 1.17 square feet per person.  In order 

-

Indoor Aquatic Benchmarks

Figure 4.2

Indoor Aquatics Benchmark Analysis
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Summary of Evaluation Factors & 
Recommendations

-

-
ing Recreation Center.

as individual projects prior to or as one project in conjunction with the 
aquatic expansion (see Page 4-5).
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Figure 4.3

Cedar Hill Recreation Center Expansion Concept (First Floor)

Preliminary Concept
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Figure 4.4

Cedar Hill Recreation Center Expansion Concept (Second Floor)

OPEN TO 
BELOW
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4.3
SENIOR

CENTER

Existing Facility Inventory

Game Room

Observations & Suggestions

-

-

the multiple uses in this facility.  Other needs include a secure area for 
staff and an area for specialty equipment.

Level of Service Analysis
In reviewing the needs of the community to determine senior center 

-
plex.

-
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Benchmark Analysis

-
1

-
age.

Summary of Recommendations

-
nected to the current Recreation Center to allow easy access to 
the amenities of the center. 

-
-

-
tions include the current Senior Center site or a site adjacent to 
the Recreation Center.

Figure 4.5

Senior Center Benchmark Analysis

1 These benchmark cities are listed on 
page 4-7.
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4.4
CRAWFORD

PARK POOL

Existing Facility Inventory

25-yard Competition Pool

Observations & Suggestions

historic asset for the city.  Crawford Pool occupies the southwest section 

-

estimate for the remaining useful life of the facility and is therefore a 
good candidate for replacement. 

Level of Service Analysis
-

-
plex.

needs.

-
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Benchmark Analysis

of water surface per capita. In order to meet demands of the current 

surface.

Figure 4.6

Outdoor Aquatics Benchmark Analysis

3 These benchmark cities are listed on 
page 4-7.
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Pool Attendance Impact Analysis
-
-

Figure 4.7 – Outdoor Aquatic Center Case 
Study #1

Bad Konigshofen Aquatic Center, City of 
Arlington (2006)

This aquatic center attracts an annual at-
tendance of 90,000.

Figure 4.8 – Outdoor Aquatic Center Case 
Study #2

West Irving Aquatic Center, City of Irving 
(2009)

center exceeded the attendance of the 
pool it replaced by over 200%.

Table 4.1 – Pool Attendance Analysis
Season Open Swim Rentals Swim Lesson 

Participants
Aqua Zumba 
Montly / Day 

Passes
2009 – 2010 6,531 23 436 12

2010 – 2011 8,643 24 442 175
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Summary of Recommendations

is recommended:

Construct a new outdoor aquatic center with approximately 

located within the City with easy access from trails and streets.  
Considering the national trend toward providing consolidated 

-

relaxed atmosphere while still providing an attractive aquatic 
amenity for the community. 

-
-

ter in a different area of need within Cedar Hill.
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Priorities & Costs

several facility development and redevelopment actions are needed (see 

Priority One

Hill Recreation Center 

-

-

Priority Two

-

Priority Three

to the Recreation Center during its expansion.

4.5
IMPLEMENTATION

Table 4.2 – Indoor Recreation & Aquatics Action Plan
Priority Action

1 Recreation Center Expansion & Indoor Aquatics 

2 Outdoor Aquatic Center

3 Senior Center Expansion 

4 Convert Crawford Park Pool to a Water Spray Park
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Potential Funding Sources

Municipal Bonds

-

-

interest over a set period of time ranging from a few years to several 

-

-

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department – Outdoor Recreation Grants 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department – Indoor Recreation Grants

-

Public/Private Partnerships

Partnerships with private entities to provide aquatic facilities and indoor 
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