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MINUTES
Main Street Development and Preservation Board
Meeting of February 5, 2001

The Main Street Developmenl and Preservation Board of the City of Cedar Hill, Texas met on Monday,
February 5, 2001, 6:00 p.m. Chamber of Commerce, City of Cedar Hill, Texas.

Present: Chairman Steve Phillips, Vice Chairman Kenna Prior, members, Celeste Faro, Amanda Hall,
Norman Patten, Ll/es Pool, and Phyllis Stewart.
Absent: Sheri Borth, Ann Permenter.

I.

Call the meeting to order.

Chairman Phillips called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm, declaring it an open meeting, which a quorum
was present and the meeting notice was duly posted.

II.

Approve the minutes of the January 18, 2001 meeting.

Before the passage of the minutes, Chair Phillips said he wanted to clear up what he felt were some
misrepresentations. The misrepresentations concerned what Chair Phillips presented to City Council about
purchasing land for a new government center site. Chair Phillips stated that he did not talk with the City
Council about specific entities being on a City Hall site that it was a generic recommendation. Secondly, no
letter was written to City Manager Alan Sims for Chair Phillips to come speak with him about the
possibility of purchasing government center land. Chair Phillips simply placed a phone call. Third, Chair
Phillips stated that he had at no time discussed an amount of acreage for the City Council to purchase for a
government center. Finally, Chair Phillips stated that he only gave generic locations for government center
sites.

At this point Wes Pool raised some questions concerning Chair Phillips statements. Mr. Pool believed that
Chair Phillips had discussed with the City Council about moving the Police Station to a new government
center site. Mr. Phillips disputed the claim. Mr. Pool and Mr. Phillips disagreed on whether or not Mr.
Phillips had spoken with City Council about a new location for the police station.

A motion was made by Phyllis Stewart and seconded by Celeste Faro to approve the minutes of the January
18, 200 I meeting as presented. The motion was approved by all.

III.

Discussion with Mayor Rob Franke.

Mayor Rob Franke discussed briefly with the Board the role of the Main Street Development

and

Preservation Board. The Mayors talk focused on four points: the role of the Board, city commitments, the
short-term needs for the Board and possible dangers for the Board.

The Mayor stated that the City Council did not give strong direction to the Main Street Board initially
of the strong membership of the Main Street Board. He stated that there were several strong
personalities and opinions on the Board, but that the members were all focusing on the same goal.
Therefore, the City Council did not give the Board strong direction.
because

The Mayor then discussed what the City Council has committed to the Main Street Board. He stated that
the City Council committed to longevity, city money and keeping city hall downtown. The Mayor then
stated that Chair Phillips had approached the Council about purchasing land for a new government center,
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but that was the extent of the conversation. Chair Phillips did not recommend any specific entities to be
placed on such land and that Council discussed options after Chair Phillips left.
The Mayor then asked that in the short term that the Main Street Board keep giving recommendations about
what should happen downtown and that it is important for the Board to keep their vision of downtown
aliye. The Mayor asked that the Board make a single recommendation about where they wanted a future
govemment center to be. The Mayor stated that this was only a recommendation, but that the Council
wanted it.

The Mayor wamed the Board that it is difficult to get volunteers involved with Boards and asked that the
Board keep their vision alive for what they want out of downtown. He asked that the Board keep politics
out oftheir discussions and that they focus on their vision.

After the Mayor finished, Amanda Hall had a few questions for the mayor conceming the purchase of land
for a future govemment center site. Mrs. Hall also made a few comments conceming the possible overlay
of Broad Street and asked that information that concems the Old Town area be given to the Main Sreet
Board as soon as possible.

Wes Pool then pointed out that he believed that the amount of land that was being talked about (12 to 17
acres) was too much for a city hall site. Mr. Pool did not believe that it was in the best interests of the city
to vacate several buildings and consolidate into one large area for govemment services and that he felt that
purchasing land for a government center was not the best use oftaxpayer money.
The Mayor then closed by asking for the Main Street Board to make a recommendation to the City Council
for a possible govemment center site.

IV.

Discussion and possible action concerning recommendations

to City Council for a

new

goY€rnment center site.

At this time, Chair Phillips asked that the Board reiterate its suppon to City Council to purchase land in the
downtown area for a future goyemment center site. Chair Phillips said it was not the place of the Board to
say how much land or what services should be on that land.

After brief discussion conceming the possible recommendations that could be made to City Council,
Phyllis Stewart made a motion that the Main Street Board make a request to City Council that they
purchase land near downtown for a future govemment center site. Celeste Faro seconded the motion. After
some discussion by the Board members, there was discussion by some Board members that the Board
should not recommend that the City Council purchase too much land for a govemment center site. Th€re
was a lengthy discussion about this point where most ofthe Board members felt that the Board did not have
any jurisdiction to dictate how much land for the City Council to buy.

At this point Amanda Hall developed a motion that satisfied the Board. Mrs. Stewart and Mrs. Faro
withdrew their motion and second. Then, Amanda Hall made a motion that'lhe City Council pursue the
purchase of adequate land to fill the anticipated needs for a city of thirty-six (36) square miles using fiscal
responsibility." Phyllis Stewart seconded the motton. (Seqetary's Note: The motion implies that the lqnd
would be for a government center site neu downtotrn based on the conversqlions leqding up lo the
motion.) The motion was approved six (6) to one ( l), with Board member Wes Pool dissenting.
(Secretary's Note: At this point the meeting was adjourned briefly for a dinner break.)

V.

Staff Reports from Main Street Manager Rusty Brewer,

At this point, Main Street Manager Rusty Brewer made a staff report on a few items. First, Mr. Brewer
reported that the adoption of the new zoning code and map for the comprehensive rezoning of Cedar Hill
had been delayed. This meant that the passage of the Uptown Overlay district was also delayed. Mr.
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Brewer reported that another public hearing would be held on March 6,2007 and an updated adoption
timeline was passed out. Mr. Brewer assured the Board that the Uptown Overlay Development Standards
would be passed and that the fastest way to pass them is to keep them as part of the comprehensive
rezoning.

Next, Mr. Brewer reported to the Board that they would no longer work with Jim Garrison on the logo for

the Main Street Board. Mr. Brewer suggested that working with Mr. Garrison was

becoming
counterproductive for the Board and Mr. Garrison. The Board agreed to this and decided to hold off on
further discussion of a logo.

Mr. Brewer then reported that he would be out of the office the entirety of the next week. Mr. Brewer was
going to Austin, Texas for required Main Street Manager Training. He stated that if he needed to be
reached that Rod Tyler would know how to contact him.
Finally, Mr. Brewer revealed a new rendering that was sent from the architects working on the design for
the proposed Wal-Mart in Cedar Hill. Comments fiom the Board were positive concerning the design.
There were a few questions the Board had about the design that centered on this design meeting the
standards of the Uptown Overlay District. These concerns included but were not limited to:

.
r
o
o

Meeting the l0% Stone requirement
The steeple on one section of the building
If a diflerent rock could be used to cover more of the fagade
What the retaining walls would look like

Finally, Staff Reports ended with comments fiom Chair Phillips and his desire to make sure the Board
works to get the projects they want to accomplish in as budget items for next year. The Board agreed that
this should be worked on.

VI.

Committee Reports from Main Street Development and Preservation Board sub-committee
chairs.

The first report came from Design committee chair Norman Patten. Mr. Patten reported that the design subcommittee had worked hard at their last meeting on coming up with a design for the proposed pocket park
at the corner of Houston and Cedar Streets. The committee decided that any park in the downtown area
should be low maintenance, should accommodate the potential for a covered area and use the best, high
quality materials. Mr. Patten reported that the sub-committee was very excited about the project and that
work on it was going well.

Next to report was Economic Development chair Amanda Hall. Mrs. Hall reported that the Economic
Development sub-committee met for the first time on January 25,2001. Mrs. Hall said the meeting went
well and that it was mostly an organizational meeting. Mrs. Hall reported that the committee did speak
some about the projects the Main Street Board assigned that to the Economic Development committee and
that further talks would occur about those projects at the next Economic Development meeting.

Next, Kenna Prior reported on the activities of the Promotions sub-committee. Mrs. Prior reported that
members of the promotions committee would be going to give a presentation to the Craft guild of Dallas on
February 19, 200 l. Mrs. Prior also reported that the Promotions committee would be holding an Easter Egg
Hunt in downtown on Saturday, April 14,2001.

Finally, Main Street Manager Rusty Brewer gave a brief report on the Community Resources subcommiffee. Mr. Brewer reported that the committee had met on January 17,2001 and discussed the projects
assigned to them by the Board. The committee had developed a plan for compiling a list of properties in the
Old Town area and would be working on that in the coming weeks.
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VII.

Discussion and possible action concerning redevelopment standards for Cedar Hill.

There was brief discussion on this item. It was agreed that this item would be taken up further at the next
Board meeting. The Board did mention that what items they would need to discuss at the next meeting in
order to develop good development standards. Items mentioned included: signage, streetscapes, build-to
lines, land uses, color, and parking. The Board understood that other items would be discussed during
future discussions of redevelopment standards.

VIII.

Discussion and possible action concerning future project assignments.

Two items were discussed at this time. First, Chair Phillips proposed to the Board that Main Street Manager
Rusty Brewer take on a new assignment. Chair Phillips asked that this assignment involved investigating
grant money that might be available for the preservation and development of the creek area that runs
through the Uptown Overlay area. The Board seemed receptive to this idea and authorized Mr. Brewer to
start work on this project.
The other item involved the Board's concern for eliminating "eyesore" buildings around the Old Town
area. Many board members were concerned that efforts needed to be concentrated more on this task. Chair
Phillips relayed to the Board that while he served on City Council each member kept a small note pad for
"exception reports." Each member was responsible for writing down code violations or problems that they
saw when driving around town. The reports would then be collated somehow and turned in to the
appropriate palace. The Board felt this would be a good idea and thought it warranted further discussion at
future meetings.

IX.

Adjourn

Upon a motion by Amanda Hall and a second by Norman Patten, the meeting was adjourned at
approximately 9:30 p.m.

Chairman Steve Phillips

ATTEST:

Rusty Brewer, Mai$ Street

Manager
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